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Course Description
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to a wide variety of college-level reading, writing, and analysis.
Students are to be aware of the rigorous nature of an AP English course; reading and writing assignments will be
extensive and frequent. It is common to be working on two or three different assignments at once. Deep thoughtfulness,
analysis, effort, and regular attendance are expected and required for success in this course. This is a college-level
course, and I expect that students who take this course will reflect respect for the teacher, the course, and other students.
Additionally, do not assume that high grades received in previous upper-caliber classes will guarantee an A in this class; a
strong work ethic and a commitment to growing as a learner is necessary. Students should expect a challenging workload
including daily readings, written responses, long-term reading and writing assignments, projects that develop
comprehension of required concepts and skills, and in-class discussions concerning author’s purpose, usage of resources
of language, tone, and awareness of audience.

This course engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and
rhetorical contexts. Through reading selected works, students’ writing and reading should make them aware of the
interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as how generic conventions and
resources of language contribute to the effectiveness of writing. Much of class discussions and activities will focus on the
author’s technique, meaning, and expression of ideas. All required readings promote student awareness of writers’
rhetorical choice, purpose, and audience awareness. Students are expected to have a firm knowledge of grammar,
syntax, and paragraph structures taught in previous English classes as an effort to build upon and strengthen prior
knowledge to reach a more complex understanding of the effect of language on a piece of writing. Most of our readings
will be from that of the nonfiction genre; however, we will study literature from various time periods and genres.

Textbooks (provided)
Bacon, Nora. The Well Crafted-Sentence: A Writer's Guide to Style. Bedford/St.  Martin's, 2009.
Cohen, Samuel. 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, 3rd ed. Bedford/St. Martin's, 2011.
Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say, I Say 2nd ed. Norton and Co., 2012.
Holt, Rinehart, and Winston. Elements of Literature. Fifth Course. 1997.
Shea, Renee, Lawrence Scanlon, and Robin Aufses. The Language of Composition. Bedford/St. Martins, 2007.
Trimmer, Joseph F. The Riverside Reader: Alternate Edition. Wadsworth Publishing, 2007.

I will also pull from other texts throughout the school year.

Supplemental Texts
Students will be required to obtain the following supplemental texts to be covered in class. It is highly recommended that
students purchase a copy of the texts so they are able to annotate, mark, and highlight within the book for future
reference/study.

∙ The Crucible by Arthur Miller (electronic copy available)

∙ The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (electronic copy available)

∙ Hamlet by William Shakespeare (electronic copy available)
● Selections from The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot (electronic copy available)

The course will require reading assignments in which students will be encouraged to remain ahead. Much of what we
discuss in class will have been read prior to the class session in which it is being discussed; thus, students are going to be
required to read and analyze major texts independently. While students are learning to develop a reading of a text on
their own, they are also learning how major critics use and discuss the elements of language, specifically the craft of
careful word choice and use of specific, illustrative detail. The more students read professional models of analysis, the
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better their own writing will become.

Classroom supplies
-Binder (You may share with other classes.)
-Notebook paper
-Pens/pencils
-Kleenex or hand sanitizer
-Composition notebook

Student Evaluation
Students’ grades will come from objective tests, major compositions, weekly quizzes, daily practice assignments, major
projects, and other activities completed both in and out of class.  A student’s average will be derived from the following:

∙ 55% Tests—unit tests, final compositions, major projects

∙ 35% Daily—quizzes, practice assignments, homework, composition drafts

∙ 10% Term Exam

In compliance with the Biloxi Public School District policy, grades for this course will be awarded as follows.

∙ A = 100-90

∙ B = 89-80

∙ C = 79-70

∙ D = 69-65

∙ F = 64 and below

As this is a college level class, late work will not be
accepted.
AP Language and Composition Retest Policy
Reteaching/Retesting is available to all students at Biloxi High School in accordance with school procedures and
requirements. Students must retest within 10 school days of receiving his or her test grade and must do so at the
day/time scheduled by the teacher. Reteaching/Retesting is only allowable on major/unit tests provided by the teacher.
Term tests and benchmark assessments are not eligible for retesting. Biloxi High School students are limited to one
instance of reteaching/retesting per subject each term. Students must sign up with the teacher for reteaching/retesting
within 10 days of receiving his or her test grade and meet all eligibility requirements.

Tutoring

I will be available for tutoring on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please sign up for tutoring by the day before you are planning
to stay.

Tentative Schedule
Unit 1- Introduction to the course and rhetoric
Unit 2- Rhetorical Analysis
Unit 3- Argumentative Writing
Unit 4- Synthesis Writing
Unit 5- Research
Unit 6- Review



*I will distribute a monthly calendar with deadlines. Additionally, I will post information on Google Classroom and use
Remind.


